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OCTOBER 30, 2006
It seems impossible that a year has come and gone since we first met to organize the Sierra Vista Aero Association (SVAA). The past year has been devoted primarily to completing our formal organization as an Arizona non profit corporation and to working to raise the visibility of general aviation and Airport issues within Sierra Vista and, in particular, with our elected and appointed City officials.
 As with any volunteer group, things have not happened as fast or as efficiently as we might have desired. However, your Board of Directors has devoted many hours and I extend to them my sincere appreciation. Our number one goal for the past year was to try to show the City that there was an organized, concerned group of “customers” at the Airport and that reports of problems were not merely those of a few malcontents. We held numerous meetings with City staff at all levels and met with many members of the City Council. The culmination of these efforts was the appointment by the City Council of an Airport Task Force which has been charged with reviewing current Airport operations and with surveying operations at airports around Arizona. The Task Force is charged with presenting findings and recommendations to the City Council no later than next March. The Task Force consists of two members of the Airport Commission, two City Council Members, and a representative from the Economic Development Foundation and a representative from the Chamber of Commerce. As President of SVAA, I serve as Co-Chairman of the Task Force.

 

The Task Force has met several times and is on schedule to complete its work by the March deadline. An Airport Survey Questionnaire has been developed and has been sent to all members of the Arizona Airport Association. In addition to compiling survey results, on site visits with selected airport management will be scheduled. We will also be meeting with our current Airport management staff and other City staff to discuss concerns at the Airport and to explore possible solutions to those concerns.

 

On the political front, our goal as a Board was to increase the visibility of SVAA and to demonstrate to our elected leaders that the general aviation community was organized and intent on seeing that Airport issues receive increased attention. We organized a Candidate Forum which was held on August 21, 2006 and which was attended by over 60 people and all candidates for Mayor and City Council. The unanimous response from the candidates attending the Forum was “You got our attention.” It is worth noting that at a recent Mayoral candidate forum the Sierra Vista Herald reported that both candidates identified the resolution of Airport issues as a top priority.

 

On the negative side I feel that, as President, I have not communicated as often or as effectively with the SVAA Membership as I would have liked. SVAA will only be effective if we present a united front and speak with one voice. At the Annual Meeting I hope you all come with ideas as to how we can better communicate and develop a clear, workable agenda for SVAA for the coming year. I would also like to see much more emphasis next year on organizing social and educational activities for SVAA. The best way to demonstrate the value of our Airport and general aviation to the Community is to increase the activity level at the Airport. Other communities host numerous successful aviation events, and we need to do the same. To that end I will be asking for volunteers for a SVAA Activities Committee at the Annual Meeting to develop ideas and to plan (hopefully) a number of SVAA events for the coming year.

 

Finally, please mark your calendars for the SVAA ANNUAL BANQUET to be held on December 16, 2006 at the Pueblo Del Sol Country Club. 
 

Although it has certainly not been without frustrations, I have enjoyed helping to organize and lead SVAA over its first year. I have informed the Board that I will agree to stay for one more year if desired by the Membership. However, I would be DELIGHTED to continue my journey back to full time retirement if anyone out there is willing to step forward for the coming year; so please forward all nominations for both Board seats to SVAA at our email: SVAA@svaero.com or bring them to the Meeting on the 18th. 

 

Respectfully,

 

 

Ted Berns

President, SVAA

