The Honorable Mayor Thomas J Hessler

May 8, 2006

Members of the The City Council

City of Sierra Vista

1011 N Coronado Drive

Sierra Vista, AZ 85635

Re: Sierra Vista Municipal Airport

Dear Mayor Hessler and Council Members:

Last November a group of approximately fifty local pilots and supporters of general aviation met to organize the Sierra Vista Aero Association (SVAA). The purpose of the SVAA is to provide a strong and unified voice for local aviation interests in political and administrative forums and to work with other governmental and private parties to support general aviation and the growth and improvement of the Airport.

The SVAA has held several meetings with City Staff and has made some progress in resolving issues affecting local pilots. Other positive developments at the Airport include the long awaited construction of new hangars, a new security camera system and other capital improvements. These are positive signs, and SVAA would like to thank City Manager Potucek, Mr. Hemesath and others at the City for their efforts on these matters.

In spite of these developments however, serious concerns continue to exist over how the Airport is managed and how the interests of pilots and others involved in aviation are being largely disregarded in the administration and planning of Airport matters. A number of these matters involve insurance and risk management issues. SVAA has provided the Staff research from other Airports regarding reasonable limits of liability insurance and permitted Airport and hangar activities. However we have seen no evidence that these data have been considered. 

Similarly, SVAA prepared a detailed Position Paper for City Staff suggesting specific language to clarify and improve the current hangar lease agreements and operations at the Airport. Not only was this material ignored, but the Staff continues to announce new policies and positions which are extremely detrimental to general aviation and the Airport without even attempting to consult with the primary “customer” at the Airport i.e. local pilots and general aviation business interests. 

Contrary to what you may have heard, these are not the complaints of a few “troublemakers”. I have personally spoken to large groups of area pilots and aviation supporters, and have heard a virtually unanimous view that what could be a truly world class general aviation airport is being wasted due to mismanagement and the failure of the City and the Airport user community to work cooperatively together. The SVAA has numerous examples from our membership which illustrate the problems which continue to exist at the Airport. What is needed is a forum at which all interested parties can be heard and at which they can hopefully work together on a program to support and encourage the growth of aviation and economic development at our Airport. 

On behalf of the SVAA, I am requesting that you appoint an Airport General Aviation Task Force to be composed of representatives from the SVAA, the Airport Commission,  the City Manager’s Office, the City Attorney’s Office, the City’s Risk Management Staff and a representative from the Council. This Task Force would review Airport and general aviation issues, gather data from other general aviation airports around the Country, and report back to the Council at a work session dedicated to the Airport. The Task Force should be appointed as soon as possible and should be given a firm deadline date  to report its findings back to the Council. The SVAA stands ready to assist in any way possible with the formation and work of this Task Force. Thank you for your time and attention to our concerns. 

Sincerely yours,

Ted Berns, President

Sierra Vista Aero Association

Cc: SVAA Board

