SIERRA VISTA AIRPORT COMMISSION

MEETING MINUTES  (preliminary)
Wed. April 19th, 2006, 7:00 to 9:00 PM

PEDRO CASTRO CENTER, TRAINING ROOM 

· CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order at 1900 hrs by Chairman Jim Hanke.

· ROLL CALL: Members present were: Jim Hanke, Dick McColley, George Pohlman, Rich Dvorak,  Steve Pursell, and non-voting member Robert Hazlett 

Excused were: Jon Nelson , Joe Gill, & Rick Robidoux.                                                

· ATTENDEES: 

· Councilwoman, Carol Dockter; Mike Hemesath & Steve Tyminski, Public Works. 

· Darrell Noble, Cochise College; Bill Turner, TAA: Bill Geary, TAA:

· Tenants and/or EAA 776 and SVAA: Clifford VanVleet, Leo Scherping, Ron Kline, George Clarke, Art Weisberger, Tim Conner, Don Simpson, John Kenny, Roland McDonald, Amy Metz, & Howard Janssen.

· INTRODUCTIONS: All present introduced themselves.

· Amy Metz, a past Airport Commissioner, was welcomed back!

· ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA: George Pohlman moved to accept the agenda, Steve Pursell  seconded the motion. Acceptance was unanimous.

· ACCEPTANCE OF Mar 15, MINUTES: Steve Pursell moved to accept the Minutes, Rich Dvorak   seconded the motion. Acceptance was unanimous.

· REPORTS:

AIRPORT PROJECTS: Mr. Michael Hemesath, Airport Mgr. / Steve Tyminski. 


 
1)  The replacement  ARFF  Vehicle (bid $776,000) for Libby Airfield was awarded to Rosenbauer and is being manufactured. Should be delivered by end of July of 2006. 



 2) Airport Security Camera Project and Access Gate Modifications Project ($750,000) is being constructed in 3 phases. 

Phase I included the communications tower and equipment (complete); 

Phase II includes installing electrical conduit and gate opener modifications (under construction); 

Phase III includes the access controls software and equipment (card readers, cameras, etc.)   

Entire project should be complete by June/July 2006.



3) GA Hangar Construction Project, Phase V ($ 900,000) was awarded to Lang Wyatt.  Although the bids were about $50,000 more than the loan amount, the City Manager gave the go ahead to pursue the construction of 20 hangars.    The first 20 pilots on the hangar waiting list were contacted and offered a new hangar and we have received commitments from 14 of them.   We will start going down the list until we get 20 pilots committing to lease a new hangar.   Since we have more than 50% response, we have awarded the contract and should see actual construction going on by mid May  with the hangars ready to occupy by August. 


OTHER AIRPORT OPERATION ACTIVITIES:

 
 
 1)  GA Hangar Inspections are proceeding this week (4/18 & 4/20) with the Fort Huachuca Fire (ARFF) crews and the SVFD Fire Marshal.  This Partnership should result in a good, safe Airport and a strong working relationship with Fort Huachuca Fire/SVMA/ SV Fire Department. 



3) TSA has advised us to "Heighten Security" at our Airport  due to a potential "general threat" that their INTEL folks thought warranted some attention.  They have asked that we conduct more frequent security sweeps of our Airport Facilities and ask that our Tenants/Pilots be more vigilant and report any suspicious activity to the Police Dept.  We ask for your cooperation and assistance in reporting suspicious activity at the Airport.  


COMMERCIAL AIR SERVICE:



1)  During the month of March, Great Lakes recorded 150 enplanements (departures)  and 171 deplanements (arrivals)  as compared to February's   135 enplanements (departures) and 164 deplanements (arrivals).  

· FORT HUACHUCA AIRFIELD MGR. (Jim Rose) not in attendance.

· Nav/VOR check: It has been noted that there is now a sign near the Nav/VOR check circle in the run-up area of twy Golf. The Sign depicts the VOR heading, to and from the site.

· CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: (Commissioner Jim Hanke):   

· Mr. Hanke reviewed the presentation he made at the Mar. 28 Work session with the City Council regarding the last year’s accomplishments, and planned projects for the upcoming year at SVMA. The presentation outline is on file.

· The Airport Newsletter from the City on 4/7/06 stated that any future new Co-Occupants in the hangars must be taken from the Hangar Waiting List.  This is unrealistic, since the compatibility of 2 aircraft in a hangar is very limited, as well as the possibility of compatibility of the prospective tenants. 

· Airport Management continues to suppress potential and existing Businesses at the Airport.

· The need for courtesy  cars is still very apparent. Other sources (than the City) are being investigated for courtesy cars.

· Issue re: Mr. Bill Turner’s request for Commission recommendation to the City Council for Ground Instruction at SVMA.

· There has been no response from City Council regarding the Commissions’ support memo of 4/4/06 to the Mayor and City Council re: TAA’s (Turner Aviation Assoc.) request to provide ground instruction at SVMA.

· CITY REPORT: (Councilwoman Carol Dockter, in Craig Johnson’s absence) 

· Ms. Dockter stated that Stephanie Prudence was appointed to the Council seat left open by Mr. Gallegos.

· The Council is holding many work sessions to address the Budget, and future projects for the City in the next year.

· Mayor Pro Tem Mr. Bob Strain, and Mr. Casey Jones, are running for SV Mayor in the Fall Election.

· There are about six individuals who will be running for the open Council Seats in the election on Sept. 12th.

·   HANGAR LEASE/EVICTIONS: (Dick McColley) 

· Commissioner Dick McColley stated that there is presently nothing that can be discussed, and this issue will be tabled until after the Litigations are resolved.
· AGS (FBO) Hangar Status:
· Mr. Hemesath stated that a Lease Agreement has been given to Mr. Barry Albrecht, Executive Director of EDF (Economic Development Foundation) for his review.
· EAA CHAPTER 776: Pres. Leo Scherping. (nothing new)

· SIERRA VISTA AERO ASSOCIATION (SVAA): www.svaero.com  Ted Berns, not present.

· Presently checking new sources for Courtesy Cars at SVMA, possibly sponsored by Car Dealerships, or others than the City.

· CVB-APC Subcommittee on Airport Advertising. (Joe Gill & Jon Nelson) nothing new.

· OLD BUSINESS:  

· Mr. Art Weisberger stated that he has noted evidence of attempts to break into his hangar.

· Several Tenants noted that the Drive-thru Security Gate sometimes doesn’t open for departing vehicles, i.e. Motorcycles. Apparently the sensitivity needs adjustment.

· NEW BUSINESS: none

· ACTION ITEMS/ASSIGNMENT LOG: none

· CALL TO PUBLIC:

· An Attendee made the comment that some large Airports, subsidize hangar fees at outlying smaller Airports, and was wondering if Tucson International might do the same at SVMA?

· Mr. Howard Janssen made several comments regarding the need to promote Aviation and Aviation related businesses at SVMA. He advocated a Task Force or some such group that would address the issues and possibilities of promoting events, and advertising SVMA as a place to visit. He mentioned the possibility of SVMA hosting an Air Show. In his experiences and travels, he has noted that the SVMA is greatly underused, and underdeveloped. He also stated his perceptions in an article he wrote recently in the Sierra Vista Herald.

· ANNOUNCEMENTS: none

· ADJOURNMENT: Meeting was adjourned at 2017 hours.

_______________________________,       and     ______________________________

James Hanke, Chairman                                                       Dick McColley, Secretary
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