SIERRA VISTA AIRPORT COMMISSION

MEETING MINUTES (Pre-approved)
Wed. June 21, 2006, 7:00 to 9:00 PM

PEDRO CASTRO CENTER, TRAINING ROOM 

· CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order at 1900 hrs by Chairman Jim Hanke.

· ROLL CALL: Members present: Jim Hanke, Dick McColley, George Pohlman, Joe Gill, Rich Dvorak, & Jon Nelson, 

Excused  were: Steve Pursell, and non-voting member Robert Hazlett.

· ATTENDEES: 

· Doug Strohl, Public Works; Janet Laduke, Public Works.

· Tenants and/or EAA 776 and SVAA: Leo Scherping, Clifford Van Vleet, Don Simpson, Amy Metz, Ted Berns, Ron Kline, David Leib.

· Turner Aviation Associates (TAA), Bill Turner, Diana Turner, Mike Crista.

· INTRODUCTIONS: All present introduced themselves.

· ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA: Joe Gill moved to accept, George Pohlman seconded. Acceptance was unanimous.

· ACCEPTANCE OF MAY 17, MINUTES: Rich Dvorak moved to accept; Joe Gill seconded. Acceptance was unanimous.

· PRESENTATION: Turner Aviation Associates (TAA), Mr. Bill Turner.

· Mr. Turner presented a very interesting summary of his Flight Training Business at SVMA via Power Point. (a copy of the presentation is on file).

· TAA presently has 14 students enrolled in flight training.

· TAA has 4 instructors.

· TAA provides instruction for Private, Instrument, Commercial, Sport, Recreational and ATP Pilots.

· There are 2 Cessna 172’s available for training at SVMA.

· A PCATD FAA Certified Flight Simulator is available for training.

· There will soon be an office for TAA in the Terminal Building at SVMA.

· REPORTS:

· AIRPORT PROJECTS: Mr. Doug Strohl, Airport Supervisor.

1. The replacement  ARFF  Vehicle (bid $776,000) for Libby Airfield was awarded to Rosenbauer and is being manufactured. Should be delivered by end of July or first part of August of 2006. 

2. Airport Security Camera Project and Access Gate Modifications Project ($750,000) is being constructed in 3 phases. Phase I included the communications tower and equipment (complete); Phase II includes installing electrical conduit and gate opener modifications (complete) and Phase III includes the access controls software and equipment (card readers, cameras, etc..) which was awarded an May 9th  to Climatec Controls, Inc.,  the entire project should be complete by June/July 2006.

3. GA Hangar Construction Project, Phase V ($ 950,000) was awarded to Lang Wyatt.  Although the bids were about $50,000 more than the loan amount, the City Manager gave the go ahead to construct all 20 hangars.    The first 20 pilots on the hangar waiting list were contacted and offered a new hangar.  Lang Wyatt submitted their structural plans for review by the City Inspections Dept.  Utility relocations were begun last week and footings are being dug this week.  We are shooting to have the hangars ready to occupy by August. 

4. The City received a Tentative Allocation Notice from FAA, advising that we have been approved for a $251,750 construction grant to place a rubberized surface seal (similar to the Taxiway "G" surface seal) on our GA asphalt apron.  Engineering design on this project will begin in July and construction could occur as early as this fall.

5. Taxiway “G” pavement repairs have been completed and taxiway edge striping should be completed by July 14, 2006.


OTHER AIRPORT OPERATION ACTIVITIES:

1. TSA's advisory to "Heighten Security" at our Airport is still in affect, due to a potential "general threat" that their INTEL folks thought warranted some attention.  They have asked that we conduct more frequent security sweeps of our Airport Facilities and ask that our Tenants/Pilots be more vigilant and report any suspicious activity to the Police Dept.  We ask for your cooperation and assistance in reporting suspicious activity at the Airport.  

2. Signage:

a. No Parking signage has been placed along ends of the hangars and between the hangar rows.  The signs serve as a reminder of airport rules disallowing vehicle parking in areas of aircraft movement. 

b. Business notification signs have been placed at the terminal and the AGS building stating a business license is required for any business activities performed on the airport.  We ask for your cooperation and assistance in reporting any unauthorized business activities. 

3. The Sierra Sports Car Club will be holding a rally event on the large aircraft apron on Sunday July 9, 2006.  FHU ATC will be notified. 


COMMERCIAL AIR SERVICE:

1. During the month of May, Great Lakes recorded 205 enplanements (departures) and 162 deplanements (arrivals)  as compared to April’s 189 enplanements (departures) and 179 deplanements (arrivals).  

· FORT HUACHUCA AIRFIELD MGR. (Jim Rose) Report via E-mail.

 

*  On 26 June, Tower and Radar hours will change to 0000L-1600L, M-F.  That’s midnight until 4PM.  Closed weekends and holidays.  This is to accommodate UAV training during the rainy season.  Normal hours of 0700-2300L will resume in September.

 

* Beginning 26 June, Restricted Airspace will be active during the same new hours as ATC.

 

*  As of  20 June, all NAVAIDS and both radars are 100% operational.

 

*  No Unmanned Aerial Vehicles are currently flying from Libby.

 

*  Department of Homeland Security may have another Predator UAV here by late summer to resume border surveillance.

 

*  Taxiway “G” repairs are complete.  Damage caused by jet blast from a departing C-5.

 

*  Please report airfield concerns and safety issues to:


James W. Rose, Airfield Manager, Fort Huachuca, AZ,  (520) 538-2861, DSN 879-2861

 

· CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: (Commissioner Jim Hanke):   

· TASK FORCE: An organizational meeting was held  to discuss the formation of the Task Force to address SVMA issues. Representatives from the following entities were proposed to serve on the Task Force: City Council (2), Airport Comm (2), SVAA (1), EDF (1),   COC (1), FHU (1). There will no doubt be committees including other members of the community to address specific issues, as needed. The Task Force will meet monthly and address a broad range of issues, including: Management, Facilities, Insurance, Operations, Business, Marketing, etc.

· Mr. Hanke reviewed some of the history of SVMA, and some of the progress that has been made over the past several years. This, leading up to the present project underway of building 20 new hangars at the Airport.

· The Commission drafted a resolution stating its’ official support of the Task Force, and the Service Package, and sent it to Mr. Hemesath and Councilman Craig Johnson.

· CITY REPORT: (Councilman,  Craig Johnson): not present.  Update via e-mail.

· Minutes from the City Council/Airport Comm. Work Session in May, are still not available from the City, per the Commission’s   request.

· The Task Force organizational meeting was conducted.

· Commissions’ support memo of 4/4/06 to the Mayor and City Council re: TAA’s (Turner Aviation Assoc.) request to provide ground instruction at SVMA was given to the City Council. (no reply)

· AGS (FBO) Hangar Status: EDF Exec. Dir. Mr. Barry Albrecht .   

 (per Telecom with Commissioner McColley)

· Mr. Albrecht stated that EDF is presently reviewing the Lease Agreement that the City proposed to EDF for the AGS hangar. EDF is also doing a financial study of the Airport operations in its evaluation of the proposed lease, etc. 

· EAA CHAPTER 776: (President, Leo Scherping.)  
· Mr. Scherping expressed concern over how the negotiations for the AGS Hangar may effect the November Open House at SVMA. 
· SIERRA VISTA AERO ASSOCIATION : www.svaero.com  (President, Ted Berns)

· SVAA regards the Task Force as a very important step.  There now appears to be positive momentum, making the time right for resolving long-standing airport issues.

· The Task Force will do some preliminary planning and discussions, as well as some research and surveys of other airports, regarding the issues at SVMA.

· Mr. Berns stated that it is the intention of the SVAA to hold a Political Forum for the City Council and Mayoral Candidates to solicit their plans for SVMA.

· Mr. Berns asked for constructive information regarding issues at SVMA that may need to be addressed by the Task Force.

· CVB-APC Subcommittee on Airport Advertising. (Joe Gill & Jon Nelson) 

· Mr. Joe Gill presented the new Commissioner Shirts. The Commission thanks Joe for his efforts on this project. 

· Mr. Gill expressed a special thanks to Ms. Janet Laduke for all her efforts in helping with getting the Shirts. Janet is also getting desk signs and badges for the Commissioners. The Commission thanks Janet for her expert help on these projects.

· Commissioners may get their name and title put on the shirts (at their own $5.43 expense) at Multi-Media, 240 W. Fry Blvd. Phone 432-3030.

· Mr. Jon Nelson mentioned that due to lack of interest at the CVB, maybe the Commission could put a program together to promote the Airport and Aviation in the community.

· OLD BUSINESS:  none

· NEW BUSINESS:  

· Commissioner Jon Nelson related a situation that he noted recently early on a week end morning when the tower was closed. (per the pilot’s comments to Jon, when asked about his perception of SVMA. It was his first trip here.)

· The Pilot of the Citation 10 landed and had a difficult time trying to find where to taxi to on the ramp. He said he went to the Terminal building, then decided that maybe that wasn’t where he should be. He saw the sign on the FBO and taxied to the FBO, but found it very difficult to park there. Fortunately the pilot didn’t shut the engines down at the Terminal, since it is a very difficult situation when a short time re-start is needed.

·       This situation which has been noted on several occasions, prompted a discussion of the need for better communications between the Fuelers/FBO and arriving aircraft. This may be an issue that the Task Force will address.

The pilot also mentioned that their Corporate Office advised that IFR approaches to     FHU were sometimes not permitted and they therefore needed special Corporate authorization to land here (which they received).  They were unclear where their Corporate office got this information and Jon was unable to shed any light.  This issue also needs to be addressed to determine if there is a valid need for some change
· ACTION ITEMS/ASSIGNMENT LOG: none

· CALL TO PUBLIC:

· Mr. Leo Scherping asked if there were any of the new Commission shirts available to the public. Ms. Janet Laduke said that there may be.

· Mr. Cliff Van Vleet asked what the plan is for the AGS hangar? Mr. Ron Kline stated that EDF is evaluating the possibilities, and the lease. It is not known at this time.

· Mr. Bill Turner mentioned that the GLA Scheduled flights in the Herald are sometimes incorrect. It was suggested that a GLA representative speak at the next Comm. meeting.

· Mr. Bill Turner asked why the City requires an Airport business to obtain both a City Business License, and an Airport Operators Permit? This issue will no doubt be addressed by the Task Force.

· ANNOUNCEMENTS: None

· ADJOURNMENT: Meeting adjourned at 2020 hours.

_______________________________,       and     ______________________________

James Hanke, Chairman                                                Dick McColley, Secretary
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